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“Natural light deinstitutionalizes and humanizes the reception area. Positive distractions, such as artwork,
aquariums, and puzzles are other elements that help make the office less threatening. In addition to permanent art,
staff should be encouraged to personalize each space, perhaps with a changing display of collections or crafts. Room
dividers and wall systems can be used to exhibit these works, to house an entertainment center, or to store patient
and family education materials.” —Cynthia A. Leibroch and Debra D. Harris PhD, Design Details for Health:
Making the Most of Design’s Healing Potential, 2nd edition

New York — Spirit Level: Open Sessions 14 will explore materials that bear witness to suspended
states common to “waiting” in relationship to the practice of drawing. The exhibition gathers
components that characterize the waiting room—of a doctor’s office, the Department of Motor
Vehicle, or a bus depot, for example—where strangers assemble in varying degrees of temporary
stasis. The waiting room at The Drawing Center will serve as a space for drawing and rituals that
will guide visitors through a variety of life’s transitions. The visible elements in the exhibition are a
stage for a performance or an activity in the making. Here the collective voice of Open Sessions’
artists sets in motion an absurd play, incorporating the behaviors (norms and otherwise) of waiting
in a designated space. Diagrams, charts, blueprints, drawings, videos, and schematics will explore
the passage from one place to another; the transformation of line to form; and the metaphysical
shift to some place unknown. This exhibition features the work of Mike Crane, Kunlin He,
Victoria Keddie, Lux Lindner, Sharon Madanes, and Guadalupe Maravilla.

From October 12 through December 2019, Open Sessions presents five exhibitions organized by
Rosario Giiiraldes and Lisa Sigal, Open Sessions Curators, together with participating artists.
Conceived and organized over fourteen months, The Lab or the Drawing Room exhibitions present
experimental work and ideas, and take the form of thematic group shows. In the second year of the
cycle, Open Sessions curators organize a full-museum exhibition to which all Open Sessions artists
contribute work that best manifests and/or expands what drawing is.

PARTICIPATING ARTISTS

Mike Crane is an artist based in New York. His work has been exhibited at Documenta 14, Kassel;
Haus der Kulturen der Welt and The Berlinale Forum Expanded, both Berlin; Orgy Park and The
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Bronx Museum, both New York; and the Center for Contemporary Art, Derry, Northern
Ireland. Crane was an artist in residence at Banff Center, Alberta, Canada; Rupert Centre Vilnius,
Lithuania; MacDowell Colony, New Hampshire; Smack Mellon and Triangle Arts Association,
both New York.

Kunlin He is an artist who lives and works in San Francisco, California. His art explores
contemporary visual culture and the methodology of Chinese studies and Sinophone studies in
performance, essay, film, painting, and installation. He attended the Skowhegan School of Painting
and Sculpture in 2018 and has been selected as a finalist for the 2019 SEMoMA SECA Award.

Victoria Keddie is an artist working within the cross-disciplines of sound, video, installation, and
performance. Keddie has devoted her work and research to an expanded use of media with a
particular focus on broadcasting and the use of electromagnetic energies. She lives and works in
New York City.

Lux Lindner is a visual artist and performer living in Buenos Aires. His artwork often deals
with themes of memory, national identity, and a doomed technological sublime.

Sharon Madanes lives and works in New York. Her current art practice focuses on the rituals,
aesthetics, and ethics of medicine, as contextualized within the banal and institutional surroundings
in which doctors treat patients, and in which patients wait. Sharon completed her MFA at Hunter
College and attended the Skowhegan School of Painting and Sculpture in 2014. She is currently
completing a medical degree at Columbia University.

Guadalupe Maravilla (formally Irvin Morazan) was part of the first wave of undocumented children
to arrive at the United States border in the 1980s from Central America. In his multidisciplinary
work, he creates and choreographs fictionalized rituals that incorporate his pre-colonial ancestry,
fiction, and autobiography. His drawings, performances, and videos portray the “undocumented”
as the protagonist of his work. His art often addresses a hybrid of border politics and fictional
practices and creates new visual memories for the entangled genealogy of the border crossing stories.

OPEN SESSIONS

Open Sessions is a hybrid exhibition/residency program organized by Rosario Giiiraldes and Lisa
Sigal, Open Sessions Curators. The two-year program provides opportunities for selected artists to
find new approaches for contextualizing and exhibiting their work through conversation, public
programs, and gallery exhibitions. Drawing may or may not be the primary means of art-making
for Open Sessions artists. Open Sessions fosters a dynamic, ever-evolving dialogue with new
drawing practices and practitioners, viewing drawing as an activity rather than a product.

Open Sessions Artists 2018-20

Joeun Aatchim, Kenseth Armstead, Bahar Behbahani, Keren Benenisty, Katarina Burin, Esteban
Cabeza de Baca, Alex Callender, Crystal Z Campbell, Ludovica Carbotta, Jesse Chun, Liz Collins,
Mike Crane, Dennis RedMoon Darkeem, Theodore Darst, Billy and Steven Dufala, Joanthan
Ehrenberg, Carolina Fusilier, Rachel Granofsky, LaMont Hamilton, Kunlin He, Victoria Keddie,
Young Joo Lee, Lux Linder, Sharon Madanes, Guadalupe Maravilla, Zatara McIntyre, Ester
Partegas, Omid Shekari, Tariku Shiferaw, Johanna Unzueta, Cosmo Whyte

CREDITS

Open Sessions is made possible by the Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation, The Helen
Frankenthaler Foundation, the Evelyn Toll Family Foundation, and, in part, by public funds from
the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, in partnership with the City Council.



ABOUT THE DRAWING CENTER

The Drawing Center, a museum in Manhattan's SoHo district, explores the medium of drawing as
primary, dynamic, and relevant to contemporary culture, the future of art, and creative thought. Its
activities, which are both multidisciplinary and broadly historical, include exhibitions; Open Sessions, a
curated artist program encouraging community and collaboration; the Drawing Papers publication
series; and education and public programs.

LOCATION, HOURS & ACCESSIBILITY

35 Wooster Street between Broome and Grand Streets in SoHo, New York.
Gallery hours are Wednesday-Sunday 12pm—6pm, Thursday, 12pm-8pm.
Tickets: $5 Adults, $3 Students and seniors, Children under 12 are free, and
free admission Thursdays 6-8pm.

The Drawing Center is wheelchair accessible.

212.219.2166 | info@drawingcenter.org | drawingcenter.org
FACEBOOK: /TheDrawingCenter

TWITTER: @drawingcenter

INSTAGRAM: @drawingcenter

AT THE DRAWING CENTER

For Opacity: Elijah Burgher, Toyin Ojih

Odutola, and Nathaniel Mary Quinn Through February 3, 2019
Jennifer Wynne Reeves: All Right for Now Through February 3, 2019
Winter Term: The Center for Urban Pedagogy (CUP) February 22-March 24, 2019
Spirit Level: Open Sessions 14 February 22-March 24, 2019
Neo Rauch: Aus dem Boden / From the Floor April 12-July 28, 2019
INSTALLATIONS

Susan York: Foundation in the Lab Corridor Through March 2019

Inka Essenhigh: Manhartanhenge in the Stairwell Through August 2019
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Mike Crane, Oxidized Sharon Madanes, Natural Light Victoria Keddie, Exercising
Object, 2017. Tron oxide Humanizes, 2017. Oil and Consumption, 2019. Video loop; color;
over inkjet print on paper. acrylic on canvas, 54 x 60 sound; breathing excersies for

inches. Tuberculosis patients; 19" CRT

monitor, 2 x 4 inches painted pedestal;
spitting cup, 105 x 36 x 32 inches.

Lux Lindner, Science of’ Kunlin He, Hometown Flood Guadalupe Maravilla, Requiem for my
Argentinian Destiny, 2013 4, 2016. Acrylic and ink border crossing and my undocumented
— ongoing. Acrylic on drawing on three difference father's #5 (work in progress), 2016.
canvas, 28 drawings, 7 x 9 layers (bottom: muslin, middle: Inkjet Print and hand drawing, 20 x 30
1/2 inches each. mylar, top: acrylic), 40 x 30 inches, Edition 1 of 5.
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